
 

Friday, 17 April 2020 
 
Mitchell Alexander 

mitchellalexander@mediaworks.co.nz 

 
Re: Official Information Act Request - Incidents relating to equipment sterilisation 
 
 
Kia ora Mitchell 
 
Thank you for your request for information under the Official Information Act 1982.   
 
You asked: 
 

I would like a detailed breakdown of any and all incidents relating to equipment not being properly 
sterilised by the District Health Board from March 2019. 
Please clarify if the lack of sterilisation was picked up before or after patient exposure. And I ask that 
anything within the spirit of this request that is not mentioned be included in the response. 

 
Hauora Tairāwhiti’s response is as follows: 

Since March 2019, there has been one incident in total at Hauora Tairāwhiti relating to equipment 
not being properly sterilised. The incident occurred on 19 June 2019, when a scrub nurse noticed 
brown particles through instruments upon opening a Genesis tray (sterilization container).  

 
The scrub nurse then de-scrubbed, and all instruments and consumables were removed. After re-
scrubbing, the nurse then reset the sterile trolley with new instrumentation. These actions were 
conducted prior to patient surgery. The activity did necessitate a slightly longer anaesthetic for the 
patient. 

 
On review of the incident, an area of wear on a Lanes forcep was discovered. The CSSD Team Leader 
review indicated that an area of rust inside the instrument hinge, when under autoclave pressure, 
must have blown throughout the tray. The instrument was then removed from use. 

 

If you are not satisfied with this response you may contact the Office of the Ombudsmen, phone 0800 802 
602.  
  
Please note this response or an edited version of this response may be published on the Hauora Tairāwhiti 
DHB website. Your personal/identifying information will be redacted from any responses published.  If you 
feel that there are good reasons why your response should not be made publicly available, we will be happy 
to consider this.     
 
Ngā mihi 
  
 
Jim Green 
Chief Executive 
Hauora Tairāwhiti 
 


